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ABOUT THE LUTHERANS

LLutherans around the World

Wittenberg was a small provincial town on the edge of the empire when
professor and pastor Martin Luther lit an evangelical spark that illuminated
God’s grace and prompted reform in the Western church. Over the next five
hundred years the good news spread far beyond Saxony and Europe. Today
the family of Lutheran churches includes both the Lutheran World Feder-
ation (with 72 million congregants in 145 church bodies in ninety-eight
nations) and the International Lutheran Council (with thirty-five member
bodies in over thirty nations).

People, printing, and politics—all
played a part in this process. Students
from across Europe and Scandinavia,
such as the Swedish brothers Olaus and
Laurentius Petri, were drawn to Witten-
berg. They participated in lively theo-
logical debates and were influenced by
Luther and his colleagues. Returning home, these students carried new gos-
pel insight and the movement for reform. They also carried books and soon
were producing more, including translations of the Bible and Luther’s works

into their own languages. Lutheran ideas and practices were established and
endured where those gained support from powerful persons, such as Chris-
tian III. Having witnessed Luther’s defense at the Diet of Worms, he intro-
duced Lutheran reforms in his duchy in the 1520s and then into the whole
of his realm when he became king of Denmark.

Lutheranism was also spread by migration as Lutherans joined in the global
movements of commerce and colonization that followed the so-called age

REFORMATI®ON 500



of discovery. With few, but notable, exceptions, religion was not the moti-
vation for Lutheran migration to North America. Rather, the promise of
better “daily bread” drew them from northern Europe and Scandinavia,
from pre-Revolutionary time into the early twentieth century. Nonetheless,
Lutheran migrants packed their Bibles, catechisms, and hymnbooks in their
trunks. Upon arrival, they formed congregations, established institutions of
mercy and education, and organized synods. Among the oldest congrega-
tions in the Western hemisphere is Frederick Lutheran in Charlotte Amalie
on St. Thomas, Virgin Islands. Other Lutherans migrated to Australia, Bra-
zil, Argentina, and southern Africa. In each place they adapted to unfamiliar
customs, a new language, and being a minority denomination without gov-
ernment support.

Other Lutheran churches
have their origin in mission-
ary work begun in the early
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Worship in Johannesburg, South Africa
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eighteenth century. Pietists’
concern for holistic, person-
al faith generated both inner

mission work close to home

and the impulse to carry the
gospel to people who had not heard it. First in south India, then around the
world, the Bible and the catechism, translation and schools, were among
missionaries’ primary evangelical tools. As the churches have matured, local
Lutherans take responsibility to articulate the gospel and address their own
social concerns. In the twenty-first century, these growing Lutheran church-

es are providing leadership to and enriching the global communion.

L. DeAne Lagerquist
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N Oolunteers

Wor ship | eaders are needed Week
Narthex or, I f you can help for
80353122.1f you are iIinterested
Pastor Kevin would | ove to expl

WORSHILBADERSNCTOBERVEMBER

Sunday, OcSobdayl50ctSamemay22 Oc tSamaglray29 Nov
Presiding MPnestdirng MiPriestiagrn ng MiPriesstiedri ng Mi
Pastor KevinP®gt bwvi Kevin PQgitlovi Kevi n PQsitlowri eKevi n

Assisting MAsBssSsBeéer ng MiAmsisdtsdr ng MiAsissitsetri ng Mi
Mary Browder Katie Justic&€&heryl AustinKatie Justice

Communi on Af€simsmuanbs ALpimgmuain tosr A SsCol nfniuvannitosn A's
Cora NevittCora Nevitt Cora Nevitt Mary Browder
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Cora Nevitt Cora Nevitt Cora Nevitt Sam Metts

Greeters Greeters Greeters Greeters
David Hines David Hines DPavid Hines |Leon Browder
Mary Hines Mary Hines Mary Hines Mary Browder
Lector Lector Lector

Katie Justice Mary Browder Katie Justice
Usher s Usher s Ushers

Olin Slice Olin Slice Olin Slice Usher s

Ol in Slice



Member Prayer List Me mber -i difsu
Kat hl een Smith Bobby Fr a:
Sandra Chapman Frank MclLe
Terese Tyner Roberta Pc
Robert Sharp Dol I i e Pol
Steve Schmitz Anna Ree R
Lance Steadman Kat hl een

& _ Joan LesKkrc
Cynthia Lopez Nor ma Moot
Emilio & Lorenzo Al i ce Raf

Friends & Rel atives of Church N
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Gracey GGonedamanNiece of Henry Po@drial dBRotolier of D e
Mi |l dredCGusiar of Anna Ree Rol anBriscil-BasSkeaby A
Lee Haxn@rlatnadms on of Nor ma Moorpel | i e-Gmainddedraught er of
Terri MoorkBawWHamiérnr omf Nor ma Nedméy -Btatrhes of Ann
Ann Addy end of Katrina Shealy Susan Ffusiseenldl of Br
Lauri e TWialrlsiharmd O6Quinn TeacherCaleb BFritemdrof M.
Cal | aiGNWoaondd daughter of Adam ansdan@arao !wore ektdeeolfe Mar
Mi ckey Steel eiFande nRlist afCrtohreerAusti shWKosber of Debt
Family. Wil liam-Peathsean of Deb

Bill & LiCdbasbotst &r yriends of Marigadeasthieahg of Kat

Hol | i s Mi ke and Janet C

Friend of Mary Hines, for comfort Gene Crimpegt @

Edi th HoeAkunAr loefdgker i sti e Joyner Mar i ailfShivelnld of My
Mi |l itary Workers

Mi chael -Andemgomf St. James Dani elSdreribn Law (f)fr

Dwi ght-GBamrds on Eunice Backman JeremyGdahndgon o
Joseph-Graomdns on of Kathryn Kyzer Wayne Watelpihresv of
Ryan C-aSwlnderf Mot Caul der

Aar on iFBraamnidesron of Bobby and Jean Frazier
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FL OWERKBSOR HEALTAR
Would you | i ke to remember a | oved one or

of flowers for our altar area on Sunday ma
asked to speak directly with the florist
Kevin for details.



This Week At St Birthdays
Monday, October 9 10/ 16
6: ¥0ga Mar garet KydZer
7OOCPLMb SCOUtS Mi k e Long
Of fice iIs closed for |holiday
Tuesday, October 10 Roln?n/ileYShea y
6: 30&iM | Scout s Sierra Peepl e
Wednesday, October |11 10/ 18
6: 30PHMoi r Pr actice Carrol Frye
7. 30HPaVn d b el | Practi ce
10/ 21
Thursday, October |12 Dwight Bachnan
7: 00APKIMOholics Anonymojus
7: 00BdwW Scout s
7: 00BPiIM| e nSdmnthyydment so
Sunday, October
Ni neteenth Sunday afte
9: 158Mnday School
10: 3HAMyY Communi on
FOOD PANTRY & BACK PACK MI N
OQur food pantry ameae d aw &lp@wmotkuel edi syiosut ri
assist us with this vital ministry?
Food Pantry Suggested I|Ite
Peanut butter and jelly, mac & chee
canned collards, yams and ri ce.
Th&rTduesodfayevery month is our day of
the Narthex giving corner.
Suggested items for Back P
Canned pasta, oatmeal and grits in in
Bags are not needed Wal mart gives the
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Of fice wil!| be closedq 10/ 9 for Col umbus
Counci |l Me et i

St . James Car Show @a-hd—_Bazaar

October 14th OWLS October

9am to 1pm. Car entjry fee $20
October 19th (t
Creeksi de Rest a
at 12pm.

Saturdawi3ilsthbef having

a bakeOstad eironnll 4t h

conjunction wifh th car_ .show. | f

you are interept edRematignFair, FoodandtHymn

Laura Hibbs or| LanSgOstehek| add

We had a great|timephpmt( fyaiar)

Proceeds will po t% Thpmumyimn sing.

outreach.

October 28th Join us for Trunk

Treat |
6-8: 30PM
Bring in some candy.



